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View results

Anonymous 04:43
Time to complete

255

Respondent

Conflict of Interest Disclosure

ID Number (provided in request email) *1.

1495

SSA Name *2.

Hypericum edisonianum SSA

SSA Point of Contact Email (the @fws.gov address provided in request email) *3.

byron_hamilton@fws.gov

Your Name *4.

Scott Ward

Telephone (work/professional) *5.

9199622227

Address (work/professional) *6.

Campus Box 3375, Chapel Hill, NC, 27599

Email Address (work/professional) *7.

sgward@ad.unc.edu

Reviewed by Kristi Young
R4 SAT Liaison

http://fws.gov/
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Current Employer * 8.

North Carolina Botanical Garden

Instructions
It is essential that a peer reviewer used by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as part of its peer review of proposed listing and proposed critical habitat 
rules under the ESA report any conflict of interest.  For this purpose, the term “conflict of interest” means any financial or other interest which conflicts 
with the service of the individual because it (1) could significantly impair the individual’s objectivity or (2) could create an unfair competitive advantage for 
any person or organization.  In those situations in which the Service determines that a conflict of interest is unavoidable we will publicly disclose the con-
flict of interest. 

The term “conflict of interest” means something more than individual bias.  There must be an interest that could be directly affected by your participation 
as a peer reviewer.  Conflict of interest requirements are objective and prophylactic.  They are not an assessment of one’s actual behavior or character, 
one’s ability to act objectively despite the conflicting interest, or one’s relative insensitivity to particular dollar amounts of specific assets because of one’s 
personal wealth.  Conflict of interest requirements are objective standards designed to eliminate certain specific, potentially compromising situations 
from arising, and thereby to protect the individual, the Service, and the public interest. The individual and the Service should not be placed in a situation 
where others could reasonably question, and perhaps discount or dismiss, the information produced through the peer review simply because of the exis-
tence of conflicting interests.

Instructions (continued)
The term “conflict of interest” applies only to current interests.  It does not apply to past interests that have expired, no longer exist, and cannot reason-
ably affect current behavior.  Nor does it apply to possible interests that may arise in the future but do not currently exist, because such future interests 
are inherently speculative and uncertain.  For example, a pending formal or informal application for a particular job is a current interest, but the mere pos-
sibility that one might apply for such a job in the future is not a current interest.
     
The term “conflict of interest” applies not only to the personal interests of the individual but also to the interests of others with whom the individual has 
substantial common financial or other interests if these interests are relevant to the functions to be performed.  Thus, in assessing an individual’s potential 
conflicts of interest, consideration must be given not only to the interests of the individual but also to the interests of the individual’s spouse and minor 
children, the individual’s employer, the individual’s business partners, and others with whom the individual has substantial common financial or other in-
terests.  Consideration must also be given to the interests of those for whom one is acting in a fiduciary or similar capacity (e.g., being an officer or direc-
tor of a corporation, whether profit or nonprofit, or serving as a trustee).

Such interests could include an individual’s stock holdings in excess of $10,000 in a potentially affected company or being an officer, director, or em-
ployee of the company.  Serving as a consultant to the company could constitute such an interest if the consulting relationship with the company could 
be directly affected or is directly related to the subject matter of the regulatory process.  

An individual’s other possible interests might include, for example, relevant patents and other forms of intellectual property, serving as an expert witness 
in litigation directly related to the subject matter of the regulatory process, or receiving research funding from a party that would be directly affected by 
the regulatory process if the research funding could be directly affected or is directly related to the subject matter of the regulatory process and the right 
to independently conduct and publish the results of this research is limited by the sponsor.  Consideration would also need to be given to the interests of 
others with whom the individual has substantial common financial interests -- particularly spouses, employers, clients, and business or research partners.

The following questions are designed to elicit information from you concerning possible conflicts of interest that are relevant to the functions to be per-
formed by your peer review.

During your period of service in connection with the activity for which this form is being completed, any changes in the information reported, or any new 
information, which needs to be reported, should be reported promptly by written or electronic communication to the responsible staff officer.

Employment
If the information received by the Service through the peer review process were to provide the basis for government regulatory action or inaction with re-
spect to the species assessed within the pertinent draft SSA report --
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Yes

No

Not applicable

If you are employed or self-employed, could your current employment or self-employment (or your spouse’s current 
employment or self-employment) be directly affected? * 

9.

Yes

No

Not applicable

To the best of your knowledge, could any financial interests of your (or your spouse’s) employer or, if self-employed, your (or 
your spouse’s) clients and/or business partners be directly affected? * 

10.

Yes

No

Not applicable

If you are an officer, director or trustee of any corporation or other legal entity, could the financial interests of that corporation 
or legal entity be directly affected? * 

11.

Yes

No

Not applicable

If you are a consultant (whether full-time or part-time), could there be a direct effect on any of your current consulting 
relationships? * 

12.

Yes

No

Not applicable

Regardless of the potential effect on the consulting relationship, do you have any current or continuing consulting relationships 
(including, for example, commercial and professional consulting and service arrangements, scientific and technical advisory 
board memberships, serving as an expert witness in litigation, or providing services in exchange for honorariums and travel 
expense reimbursements) that are directly related to the subject matter of the possible government regulatory action or 
inaction? * 

13.

If you answered "Yes" to any of the questions above, briefly describe the circumstances.14.
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Employment (continued)

Yes

No

Not applicable

If you are or have ever been a U.S. Government employee (either civilian or military), to the best of your knowledge, are there 
any federal conflict of interest restrictions that may be applicable to your service in connection with this peer review? * 

15.

Yes

No

Not applicable

If you are a U.S. Government employee, are you currently employed by the Service? * 16.

If you answered "Yes" to any of the questions above, briefly describe the circumstances.17.

Investment Interests
Taking into account stocks, bonds, and other financial instruments and investments including partnerships (but excluding broadly diversified mutual funds 
and any investment or financial interest valued at less than $10,000), if the information received by the Service through the peer review process were to 
provide the basis for government regulatory action or inaction with respect to the species assessed within the pertinent draft SSA report --

Yes

No

Not applicable

Do you or your spouse or minor children own directly or indirectly (e.g., through a trust or an individual account in a pension or 
profit-sharing plan) any stocks, bonds or other financial instruments or investments that could be affected, either directly or by a 
direct effect on the business enterprise or activities underlying the investments? * 

18.
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Yes

No

Not applicable

Do you have any other significant financial investments or interests such as commercial business interests (e.g., sole 
proprietorships), investment interests (e.g., stock options), or personal investment relationships (e.g., involving parents or 
grandchildren) that could be affected, either directly or by a direct effect on the business enterprise or activities underlying the 
investments? * 

19.

If you answered "Yes" to any of the questions above, briefly describe the circumstances.20.

Property Interests
Taking into account real estate and other tangible property interests, as well as intellectual property (patents, copyrights, etc.) interests, if the information 
received by the Service through the peer review process were to provide the basis for government regulatory action or inaction with respect to the 
species assessed within the pertinent draft SSA report --

Yes

No

Not applicable

Do you or your spouse or minor children own directly or indirectly any such property interests that could be directly affected? * 21.

Yes

No

Not applicable

To the best of your knowledge, do any others with whom you have substantial common financial interests (e.g., employer, 
business partners, etc.) own directly or indirectly any such property interests that could be directly affected? * 

22.

If you answered "Yes" to any of the questions above, briefly describe the circumstances.23.

Research Funding and Other Interests
Taking into account your research funding and other research support (e.g., equipment, facilities, industry partnerships, research assistants and other re-
search personnel, etc.),  if the information received by the Service through the peer review process were to provide the basis for government regulatory 
action or inaction with respect to the species assessed within the pertinent draft SSA report --
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Yes

No

Not applicable

Could the research funding and support for you or your close research colleagues and collaborators be directly affected, OR, if 
you have any research agreements for current or continuing research funding or support from any party whose financial 
interests could be directly affected, and such funding or support is directly related to the subject matter of the regulatory 
process, do such agreements significantly limit your ability to independently conduct and publish the results of your research? * 

24.

If you answered "Yes" to the question above, briefly describe the circumstances.25.

Research Funding and Other Interests (continued)

Yes

No

Not applicable

Is the central purpose of the proposed rule for which this disclosure form is being prepared a critical review and evaluation of 
your own work or that of your employer? * 

26.

Yes

No

Not applicable

Do you have any existing professional obligations (e.g., as an officer of a scientific or engineering society) that effectively require 
you to publicly defend a previously established position on an issue that is relevant to the proposed rule? * 

27.

Yes

No

Not applicable

To the best of your knowledge, will your participation in this peer review process enable you to obtain access to a competitor’s 
or potential competitor’s confidential proprietary information? * 

28.
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Yes

No

Not applicable

Could your service as a peer reviewer create a specific financial or commercial competitive advantage for you or others with 
whom you have substantial common financial interests? * 

29.

If you answered "Yes" to any of the questions above, briefly describe the circumstances.30.
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